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tax cuts and tax increases in the gen-
eral revenue have absolutely no impact
on the Medicare trust fund.

f

TAX BREAK DETRIMENTAL TO
NATION

(Mr. HILLIARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, we can-
not allow the extreme right wing agen-
da of the Republican party to ruin this
Nation in order to give a shameless tax
break to their wealthy supporters. How
can the Republicans cut programs like
Medicare and Medicaid for seniors, and
health programs for mothers and in-
fants, and, yes, still propose this ob-
scene tax break for the rich?

Mr. Speaker, this shameless tax
break is bad for the working men and
women of America, and, if it is bad for
them, it is bad for Americans. And,
yes, Republican are bad for America.

f

REPUBLICANS HAVE HEEDED
WARNINGS ON MEDICARE CAPS

(Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I do not know what we are talking
about here when the other side is talk-
ing about cuts in Medicare. It seems to
me that going from $4,800 per recipient
per year to $6,700 is an increase.

Mr. Speaker, unlike the liberals on
the other side of the aisle, Republicans
have heeded the warnings of the Medi-
care Trustees Report. That report con-
cluded that immediate action is needed
to save Medicare for future genera-
tions.

Republicans are fully aware that mil-
lions of Americans rely on Medicare to
help meet their health care needs. That
is why it is called Medi-Care, because
it provides care for our parents and
grandparents.

On the other hand, liberal Democrats
want to exploit this issue. To them this
is MediScare. They want to scare peo-
ple into believing something that is
not true. Their tactics are fear, and
their goal is to divide the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, Medicare is too impor-
tant a program to be allowed to go
bankrupt. The American people must
know that Republicans intend to pro-
tect and preserve Medicare. We will
protect it for current and future bene-
ficiaries, and we will not allow Medi-
care to become MediScare.

f

TAXES, TAXES, TAXES

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, re-
tirement tax, income tax, property tax,

excise tax, sales tax, beer tax, tobacco
tax, cable tax, telephone tax, gasoline
tax, hotel tax, surtaxes, taxes on taxes,
and, don’t forget when you die, inherit-
ance tax. But also how about tolls, user
fees, service charges, licenses, trans-
fers. And some experts around the
country are saying we don’t need tax
reform.

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. Maybe,
just maybe, these so-called experts are
so dumb, we could throw them at the
ground and they would probably miss.

f

REAL CUTS BEING MADE IN
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
disappointed once again this morning
to hear the other side of the aisle talk-
ing about imaginary cuts to Medicare,
cuts which have never been proposed
by the Republicans and which we never
plan to implement. I want to show you
the cuts that the Republicans are im-
plementing, and this chart shows the
beginning of that effort.

We might call it a Sav-O-Meter. The
legislative branch we have cut by $150
million; foreign aid by $1.5 billion; the
energy and water budget by $1.6 billion;
the Interior budget by $1.6 billion.

We are just starting. We are only
partway through the appropriations
process, and we have already cut $5 bil-
lion out of the Federal budget com-
pared to last year. We expect to go up
to about $21 billion.

What does this mean to Mr. and Mrs.
Taxpayer of America? Roughly at this
point about $50 per family in cuts al-
ready. We expect to get up in the
neighborhood of $210 to $250 in cuts for
the average American family. Those
are real cuts. Those are cuts the people
will notice. They are not the imaginary
cuts the other side talks about.

f

PROGRAMS DESPERATELY
NEEDED BY CHILDREN BEING CUT

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, just this
week Columbia University released a
poll where they asked our Nation’s
children what is your biggest fear or
concern in school today, in 1995?

Well, what would you guess they an-
swered? Was it an equation in an alge-
bra test? That would have been my big-
gest worry. No. Was it a biology test?
No. Was it drugs in school? Yes.

By a 2-to-1 margin, our children are
more worried about drugs in school
than algebra, biology, or even guns in
school. So what are we doing about
that? What did the Republicans do with
our Drug Free School Program, which
has received bipartisan support
through the years? They cut it by 60
percent; 23 million children are going

to be cut off Drug Free School Pro-
grams.

Now, unless you have got a lobbyist
around here, sometimes it means that
you do not fair very well. Let’s cut the
space station. Let’s cut B–2 bombers.
Let’s not cut something our children
desperately need.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE GOVERN-
MENT ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

(Mr. MARTINI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my concern over the
Supreme Court’s recent decision in
Hubbard versus United States. In that
decision the high court overturned a
Federal statute that has been used to
prosecute Members of Congress and
others who intentionally and know-
ingly release false or deceptive infor-
mation to Congress. The current law
no longer is applicable to such situa-
tions.

As a former Federal prosecutor, I
know that section 1001 of 18 U.S. Code
is a critical provision of law, which
protects the Federal Government from
potential waste, fraud, and abuse.

That’s why in response to the Su-
preme Court’s decision, I have intro-
duced the Government Accountability
Act (H.R. 1678) which will extend the
false statement statute to all three
branches of the Federal Government.

If Congress fails to act, unscrupulous
public officials, contractors, and pri-
vate citizens will be able to engage in
acts of fraud and misconduct against
the Federal Government without fear
of punishment.

Mr. Speaker, we are here to serve the
American people not ourselves.

In closing, I urge my colleagues to
cosponsor H.R. 1678 which brings ac-
countability back to the Federal Gov-
ernment.
f

b 1020

TAX BREAKS FOR THE WEALTHY
(Mr. BROWN of California asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I have a modern day Robin Hood
story to tell. Except this one, unlike
the original story, does not have a
noble ending. You see, the Robin Hood
of Capitol Hill has it backward: He is
stealing from the poor to give to the
rich.

Of course, Republicans do not want
to admit this. But how else can we de-
scribe the Republican plan to cut Medi-
care to pay for tax breaks for the
wealthy?

Consider this: The median income of
senior citizens in 1993 was about $15,000
for males and $8,500 for females. About
3.8 million seniors lived below the pov-
erty level in that year.

It is this group of citizens—27 million
of them—that will have about $1,060
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per year in Medicare benefits taken
from each of them in order to give 1.1
million of America’s richest people a
$20,000 tax break.

Now if the Republicans want to have
a substantive debate about how to im-
prove Medicare and rein in its costs to
ensure future solvency, then let us
have that talk. But the Republicans’
current effort is not about that. It is
about finding ways to pay for tax cuts
for the wealthy under the guise of sav-
ing Medicare.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans are not so
stealthy that their Robin Hood-in-re-
verse crusade will go unnoticed by sen-
iors.

f

MEDICARE

(Mr. LARGENT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LARGENT. Mr. Speaker, Medi-
care is not a Republican issue—it is not
a Democrat issue—it is an American
issue. Recently, a bipartisan group ap-
pointed by both Republican and Demo-
crat administrations reported to the
Congress that Medicare will go bank-
rupt within 7 years if we take no ac-
tion.

I believe we must prevent bank-
ruptcy by simplifying and strengthen-
ing Medicare. We must simplify the
system so that Medicare patients can
more easily understand the program.
In addition, we must strengthen Medi-
care to make it financially safe and se-
cure for both current and future bene-
ficiaries.

We must work to ensure that senior
Americans have the same rights to
health care services as Members of
Congress.

In response to critics who are already
claiming that this reform is a cut in
the Medicare Program, I say this is
simply not true. By enacting these
modest reforms, Medicare will con-
tinue to increase—just at a slower rate.

In fact, costs per beneficiary will
continue to increase from $4,800 per
participant in 1995, to $6,400 per recipi-
ent in 2002. Now you tell me, how is
this a cut?

To play politics with this issue does
not help in finding a solution to this
problem. To do nothing is totally irre-
sponsible, and unacceptable.

f

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I want
to commend President Clinton for his
eloquent, thoughtful, and perceptive
statement on a very sensitive and dif-
ficult subject—affirmative action.

The President outlined an approach
to this issue which not only conforms
to the state of the law, including the
Adarand case, but takes into account
the muddied history of discrimination
in this Nation, and takes into account

the concerns that some have raised
about affirmative action.

I agree with the President that fraud
and abuse, fronts and pass-throughs, in
affirmative action programs should not
and will not be tolerated.

I also agree with the President that
reverse discrimination, quotas, and
promoting unqualified individuals has
no place in our society.

The President’s words went a long
way to begin the important process of
healing in America—urging us to
‘‘reach beyond our fears and our divi-
sions’’.

The President pointed out that,
‘‘When affirmative action is done right,
it is flexible, it is fair, and it works.’’

While we begin to debate the issues
surrounding affirmative action we
must not get caught up in the political
rhetoric and fervor that plays on fears
and insecurities. We must focus on the
realities and the meaningful, produc-
tive, work left to be done.

f

WHERE IS THE DEMOCRAT’S
MEDICARE PLAN?

(Mr. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIM. Mr. speaker, I would like to
talk about Medicare this morning. Let
us take a look at this chart closely.
The red one is the existing plan which
is leading to bankruptcy. The red one,
bottom, is trust fund balance. As you
can see, in the year 2002 the money will
be totally depleted.

The blue one is the Republican plan.
What we are trying to do is slow down
the increase, slow down the rate of in-
crease.

Right above is the green plan, which
is the Clinton plan. As you can see, the
Clinton plan, the Republican plan,
there are not that many differences.
The only difference is the Republican
plan tries to save Medicare, which is 7
years, and the Clinton plan is stretch-
ing out to 10 years.

My colleagues from the other side are
complaining and bashing and attacking
us. Let us see what their plan is.

Here it is. Nothing. They have abso-
lutely no plan, no idea, no vision, ex-
cept attack and attack and bash. I
think it is silly.

f

LET US NOT ROB OUR CHILDREN’S
FUTURE

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, there go
our Republican friends again. First
they cut Medicare to give tax breaks to
the rich, and now they are cutting edu-
cation, our children’s future, to give
tax breaks to the rich.

A subcommittee today is cutting $3.9
billion off education, robbing Ameri-
ca’s children. Goals 2000, setting edu-
cation standards, cut; safe and drug-
free schools, cut; chapter 1 funding to

help our schools, cut; Eisenhower Pro-
gram for teacher training, cut; and
adult and vocational training, cut. And
why? To give tax breaks for the rich.

What will this mean to middle class
America? More students per class, and
local and State property taxes increas-
ing. Student loans were taken away
from our children by the Republicans,
and now, on top of Medicare, they are
going to cut education again.

These are middle-class kids that are
going to suffer. Eighty-nine percent of
jobs created in this country require
postsecondary training. What are the
Republicans doing for that? Cut again.

We have a plan. It is a plan of com-
passion. Let us fix what needs to be
fixed, but let us not cut and rob our
children’s future.
f

FRAUD IN MEDICARE
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, Medi-
care was established to help our sen-
iors, not to make unscrupulous compa-
nies wealthy at their expense.

Today I am talking about the fraud
in Medicare. Listen to the items that
ABC Home Health Care put on their
Medicare tab: Maid service payments
for condominiums; golf pro shop ex-
penses; airplane and automobile ex-
penses for personal trips; and lobbying
expenses.

They use promotional and marketing
gimmicks such as gourmet popcorn,
golf tees, earrings, cufflinks, combs,
and sewing kits to recruit new mem-
bers.

This is not a club but a home health
care service. We should all be con-
cerned.

Taxpayers are footing the bill for
these luxury items.

Money was no object because ABC
Home Health Care put it on the Medi-
care tab. Medicare was billed to the
tune of $14 million for just 1 year.

We cannot allow this to happen, this
fraud to continue in the Medicare Pro-
gram.
f

MEDICARE FRAUD AND ABUSE
(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the GAO issued a report outlining
charges against ABC Home Health Care
for defrauding American taxpayers
through the Medicare Program. The
Democrats want to reform the Medi-
care system, but you do not do it by
picking the seniors’ health care pock-
ets dry.

What we want to do is to scrap the
tax break plan and stop this private
sector ripoff of the public sector.

The GAO said that this Georgia com-
pany did do this: $140,000 for airplane
costs; $21,000 for a pilot’s salary; $16,000
for alcohol at a leadership conference.
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